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Abstract

This study presents an architectural proposal for therapeutic environments that reflect the cognitive and behavioral characteristics of people

with dementia. In a super-aged society, their numbers are rapidly increasing, while existing facilities remain focused on medical safety over

sensory experience and autonomy. Analysis of spatial/visual perception, memory loss, temporal experience, and wandering behaviors identified

four needs: (1) simple, repetitive layouts with sensory stimuli; (2) small lounges for spontaneous interaction; (3) orientation cues with

visual/tactile signals and familiar objects; and (4) environments that guide and accommodate wandering. A design experiment in

Sinjeong-dong, Ulsan (n=20, walking interviews) suggested that people with dementia experience the city in fragmented ways, showing that

everyday wandering can be reframed as therapeutic. Ultimately, dementia care architecture should move beyond safety to support autonomy,

dignity, and community connection.
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