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Abstract

This study examines the formation and core concepts of Metabolism and reconsiders their significance in the context of contemporary urban

and mobility transformations. Metabolism emerged in postwar Japan as a vision of flexible and expandable architecture, but its key ideas—

such as modular capsules, megastructures, and the organic analogy of the city—remained largely unrealized due to technological and

economic constraints. Today, however, new conditions including electrification, autonomous driving, and especially the skateboard platform

provide the structural basis for reinterpreting these concepts. In particular, Purpose-Built Vehicles (PBVs) demonstrate mobility, modularity,

and spatial adaptability that directly correspond to Metabolist principles. By linking PBVs with the Metabolist vision, this study suggests the

possibility of realizing adaptable and scalable urban strategies that extend beyond theoretical speculation into practical application.
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