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A study of the complex characteristics revealed in OMA's recent contemporary

architectural works.

- Focusing on the work of Shohei Shigematsu since 2014 -
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyzes the recent architectural tendencies of OMA through the lens of complexity theory and fractal
geometry, aiming to reveal design discourses overlooked in prior research focused primarily on Rem Koolhaas. While OMA initially
explored program—form relationships through topological concepts, its design approach has gradually expanded to incorporate complex-system
orders. In particular, Shohei Shigematsu has implemented fractal characteristics—such as micro-segmentation and nonlinear boundary
treatment—to reconstruct architectural mass and envelope in relation to human, urban, and environmental contexts. This shift corresponds
with the increased proportion of projects exhibiting complexity features after 2014, demonstrating OMA’s evolution beyond formal
experimentation or programmatic juxtaposition toward a complexity-oriented architecture that reflects the uncertainty and multilayered
conditions of contemporary cities. Yet, as discussions of complexity-based design processes were not accessible in official publications, this
research was limited to analyzing formal outcomes, identifying OMA’s, and especially Shigematsu’s, fractal tendencies. Future research
should examine specific design stages where complex-system characteristics emerge in the determination of architectural form.
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