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Urban Form and Architectural Adaptation of Pimat-gil and the Rear Market Arcades
in the Joseon Period
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Abstract

The Jongno district and its hinterland in early Joseon Hanyang Doseong were formed on the basis of prior civil infrastructure such as

roads, drainage, and streams,

upon which plots and buildings were superimposed. This study aligns stratified excavation plans of the

Gongpyeong 15-16 site with the 1912 cadastral map to examine building characteristics along Jongno—Pimat-gil and drainage axes, changes

in Pimat-gil’s width, and architectural adaptations in dense urban contexts. The analysis also considers concordance and discordance with

cadastral lines, as well as evidence of subdivision and amalgamation of plots. Results show that the southern plots along Pimat-gil display

refined stone bases, walls, and drainage-wall connections resembling sijeon haengnang, while the northern plots reveal freer layouts, shallow

rubble bases, and irregular post rows indicative of dense housing. Pimat-gil, initially estimated as a mid-road over 5m wide, has narrowed

to about 1.8m, a change linked to the expansion of frontal market-row buildings from simple bar-type to multiple-room and courtyard-type

plans. Overall, the case of Gongpyeong 15-16 illustrates the interaction and transformation of infrastructure, plots, and architecture in the

early Joseon urban core.
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