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Spatialization of Control Mechanisms in Museums in Response to societal change
- A Comparative Study of the Deoksugung Branch and Seoul Branch of the MMCA -
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Abstract

This study examines how museums reflect control mechanisms in response to societal changes. Drawing on Michel Foucault’s theory of the

disciplinary society and Han Byung-Chul’s theory of the fatigue society, this study connects the spatial structures of museums to these

theories in order to interpret the spatialization of control mechanisms, and applies this to a comparative analysis of the spatial structures of

the Deoksugung branch and the Seoul branch of the MMCA. The analysis reveals that Deoksugung branch exemplifies the characteristics of

the disciplinary society, whereas the Seoul branch reflects those of the fatigue society. This comparison demonstrates that museums function

as social apparatuses that spatially reflect and embody control mechanisms shaped by societal contexts.
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