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An Analysis of the Ontological Distinction between Existentially experienced and

Cognized Places and the Role of Individual and Collective Identity in Architectural

Heritage Conservation
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Abstract

This study examines the ontological distinction between Existentially experienced places and cognized places, and argues that existential

places constitute the foundational basis for individual and communal identity in the context of architectural heritage preservation. Drawing on

the philosophy of Martin Heidegger and the spatial theories of Christian Norberg-Schulz, the study defines existential places as spaces

shaped by lived experience and memory, highlighting their significance as a key element in sustaining cultural identity. It further contends

that such places should be prioritized in heritage conservation practices, thereby offering new insights for architectural heritage policies,

spatial design, and preservation discourse.
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