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Urban Development and Characteristics of Wonju in the Modern and Contemporary Periods
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Abstract

In recent years, Korea’s small and medium-sized citiess—once pivotal drivers of national socio-economic development—have faced growing

challenges. The nationwide trend of population decline has disproportionately affected these regional urban centers, leading to a series of policy

initiatives aimed at revitalization. However, the effectiveness of such measures remains uncertain. In this context, a thorough historical examination

of the transformation of regional cities during the modermn and contemporary periods has become an urgent scholarly undertaking. This study

focuses on Wonju, one of the principal cities in Gangwon Province, to investigate the evolution of its urban environment across distinct historical
phases. By categorizing the city’s development into three periods, the research seeks to identify and contextualize the defining characteristics of
each stage. The proposed periodization is as follows: -Phase I (Japanese Colonial Period to 1955): This phase is marked by the initial formation of
the urban core and the establishment of administrative boundaries, which laid the foundational spatial framework of the city. -Phase II (1956-1999):
During this period, Wonju experienced continued urban consolidation, characterized by the emergence of traditional marketplaces and the
construction of railway infrastructure traversing the city center—developments that reinforced its regional centrality. -Phase III (2000—Present): This

phase is defined by significant spatial restructuring, including the expansion of the urban area, relocation of the municipal government complex, and

the development of adjacent innovation and corporate cities. These changes have substantially reshaped the city’s spatial configuration. Throughout

these phases, Wonju’s residential environment has undergone continuous transformation, reflecting broader socio-political and economic shifts.
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1. ME At ole} e dHe] AAEL T3 EE2H &S #F
52 ¥d =useln, F2 A%E 4% 2 Ao Fu
L1 @7 w2 53 o Wgre FHsl ATE AU
ZaEA0 dg B BT F2 AHsT AA
awel 91718 SHskE Bausl Ak olg 2e Ao AL
EAAZA-ANA 83 =892 FAI7? B AFE 9
g #HAA AZEA HAoh B dFE FAdEY tF 2.1 TAEA Y oot FHAA SHAA B4 on
EA EFAE g es st 53 33t Heze 1 F=d T4 AT FEol HA iEsEH vk
Aoz GAA BRAL FANAM AbRES] &l AlZ ol AAALF A5t T =AVE FAEsteH 7ol He
7Hg Bol Folde A=A A 1lkibe gz 3t 845 HFESt AT G0 EF o]9} e Fol 1
W, 2325 AFA HYES Ao R 3t B AFE F Ehd A oju] @ guk(Park, 2022, 2023). T2 AW =A
3l @A A HAFoA FAE LFAY =A FH 7F & 97l Aste] 9171%ke]l vt e AlFel
SHoA e S-S dHEY AARE A st aat g SAAEALY] A E dEsty FF AT AT=
3t 2 EAEA Y HIE EHlete A2 UFE Algst
1.2 A5 ¥ thoolo] 23 THAA AAANA dEhd S-S 245
2 dT7E FHs] Sste] dFAY 2 - @Y DA At TR ol Bl ZAT £HE A =Flen, 4
HAoA A FEjo] WEt 5o FEst RS FAL A 224 SAEHLS =4 FH Jidol 2Ast] Hst
z2Ah, 248 A BHAA EFTE AIZIE AH At FAAA JNE e A ARl Y] B gdde A
g EAE Tl FAH wslgtS gl dFa Hale= o A3 o]go g ALFH MY AFE =3
Aol dis 48ttt ol mE AAHE AAEAH AZstar ekPark, 2021, 2022, 2023). <3 o) HHAL 3
aga o A dF @A B 2ARE st A =3)et Aolld A e F2 A3 AdTE JiER A=A
M, A7-8] FaE AT AHAE] HE 5 AA, AAH
* ety AZHA T SR T Aol A o] et BAE £MstL FFH EAMA A
o AAnstn AZSAT w5, AESA ool dag A ddeit.
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