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The South-Facing Ideology in Korean Housing Culture
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Abstract

This study examines the historical and cultural formation of Korea’s strong preference for south-facing housing. While traditional dwellings
reflected flexible orientations shaped by geography and climate, the colonial period introduced grid-based urban blocks, along with the
development of ‘urban hanok’, which gradually established the southern orientation as a desirable housing principle. After the Korean War,
apartment policies, sunlight regulations, and standardized design practices institutionalized south-facing layouts as the dominant norm. In this
process, southern orientation came to symbolize modernity, comfort, and status, while non-south orientations were perceived as less desirable.

The paper argues that Korea’s south-facing preference is not merely a matter of climatic but a socially constructed phenomenon.
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