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When Architecture Experts Cannot Tell: A Study on the Hyperreality of AI-Generated

Architectural Visualizations
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Abstract

This study empirically examines the hyperreality phenomenon in architectural visualization through an experiment with 13 professionals

evaluating 48 images (24 Al-generated, 24 photographs). Results revealed a 52.40% accuracy rate, statistically indistinguishable from chance.

Remarkably, real architectural photographs, especially exteriors (42.31% accuracy), were misidentified more than Al images. Despite high

confidence (mean 3.87/5.00), 92.31% exhibited overconfidence bias, with 41.28% of maximum-confidence judgments incorrect. These findings

validate Baudrillard's simulacra theory in architectural visualization, demonstrating that Al-generated images have achieved hyperreal status.

The study necessitates reconsidering evaluation criteria from authenticity to communicative effectiveness in architectural representation.
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