20259 FAotELErfy . YHEE

S 5ere] 80T IE o] 9 A ST RO =T
458 A22 (A A84R) 20259 109 299 ~ 109 31

Aol o5l olF A WhEH eyt AFof oigh 7hR] 1A

Perceptions of the Value of Korean Architecture Relocated and Removed under

Japanese Colonial Rule

o7l &= &
Kee, Suyeon

Abstract

This study examines how Korean architectural heritage, forcibly relocated and removed to Japan during the Japanese colonial period, was

perceived and treated. Applying Alois Riegl’'s “classification of value of monuments” the analysis focused on three categories: historical

value, use value, and artistic value. The findings reveal that although Japan recognized the historical and symbolic significance of these

buildings, they were often reduced to mere economic assets or repurposed as symbols of political power, thereby distorting their original

meanings. The case of Heungwhamun Gate from Gyeonghuigung Palace, reused as the main gate of Parkmunsa Temple, exemplifies the

concept of spolia, while the partial removal of architectural elements from Seokguram and Bulguksa represents Elginism, a form of imperial

cultural plunder. By highlighting the disparity in value recognition, this study contributes to understanding the ongoing challenges in the

restitution and restoration of displaced architectural heritage.
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